
Guild recharges its batteries
Convention '81 was a time of

transition for the Numismatic
Literary Guild.

Our executive director,
Virginia Culver, and our long-time
Newsletter editor, Lee Martin, both
stepped aside after years of
dedicated service and new recruits
... Paul V/hitnah and Ed Reiter,
respectively ... took their places.

The board of directors got some
new faces, too though all are
familiar ones. Virginia, for
example, is one of the four new
members, so she'll still be very
much involved in Guild activities.
The other new additions are 0. David
Bowers, a numismatic giant as a

dealer and also as a writer ... Donn
Pearl man, the masterful master of
ceremonies at recent Guild "bashes"
... and Bill Fivaz, a collector and
writer with particular expertise in

the field of coin errors. The lone
holdover is Ken Bressett , the gifted
writer and editor who helps keep the
Red Book in the black.

In a sense, then, we've
recharged our batteries had a

changing of the guard, so to speak.
We haven't changed our goals,
though. We ' re still as committed as
ever to the betterment of
numismatics (the "

N
" in " N L G "

)

through our writing (the "
L

" ) and
our fellowship (the " G " )

.

It won't be an easy task to
match the achievements of the
previous NLG leadership. Your new
team looks forward to serving you,
though, and making this transition s

smooth and enjoyable one from one
golden era to another.

Friends , admirers

mourn Ray Byrne
The joy of greeting old friends

was tinged with a sense of sadness
when NLG members gathered in New
Orleans this summer. One old friend
... a very special friend ... was
missing.

Ray Byrne, one of the hobby's
best-known and best-loved
personalities, died June 6 at the
age of 67.

Ray's death is a loss to all of
numismatics, of course. During 35
years of serious involvement in the
hobby, he served his fellow-
collectors in many ways: as a member
of the ANA board of governors ... as
president of several coin clubs on
the local and regional levels ... as

a volunteer member of the coins and
medals staff at the Carnegie

( CONTINUED)
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Institute in Pittsburgh ... as

author of dozens of articles in

hobby publications ... and as author
of a landmark book on his numismatic
specialty, "The Cut, Holed and
C o u n t e r s t am p e d Coins of the British
West Indies."

The loss is especially great,
though, for the Guild. Ray was one
of the mainstays of the NLG ,

serving
at various times as a board member
and executive director and helping
in countless ways, big and small,
with the often-thankless tasks that
had to be done by someone through
the years. As often as not, that
"someone" was Ray Byrne. In 1975,
the Guild expressed its gratitude by
honoring Ray with the coveted Clemmy
Award

.

Coin World and Numismatic News
both eulogized Ray in their ANA
convention issues. Coin World's
tribute took the form of an

editorial in which the paper called
him "the epitome of all that is good
and fun and joyful in collecting."
Numismatic News made him the subject
of a special "Who's Who" column
the first it has ever run on a

posthumous basis.
For our part, we dedicated our

"bash" to Ray Byrne's memory and

RAY BYRNE: 'The epitome of all that
is good and fun and joyful' in NLG.

focused our own memories on past
bashes where Ray's gentle humor and
infectious fellowship figured so
importantly in the fun.

Ray Byrne is gone, but his
legacy and his spirit live on. And
our own organization is a part of
both the legacy and the spirit.

ARLIE SLABAUGH

Guild gives Slabaugh a token of its esteem
"Clemmy" and "Arlie,"

two of the best- known names
in numismatics, made a happy
combination in New Orleans
this year, when the NLG
bestowed its 1981 Clemmy
Award on Arlie Slabaugh.

The Clemmy is the
Guild's most coveted award,
because it honors those who
attain it not only as writers
but also as people. It takes
into account both their
ability ... their
contributions to numismatic
literature ... and their
affability their stature in
the hobby as men and women of
good cheer.

On every count, Arlie
Slabaugh is a winner.

For more than 30 years,
this remarkable man has
enlightened and entertained
fellow-hobbyists with his
lively books and articles.

The first of his 11

books and monographs, "The
German Inflation," appeared
way back in 19^5, when Arlie
was only 19. The most recent,
"American Centennial Tokens
and Medals," was published
just this summer. Among those
in between was Arlie's most
famous book, "United States

(CON f 1NUED)
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Conmemo r a t i ve Coinage" which many
collectors refer to as simply "the
Slabaugh book."

This talented author also has
written hundreds of articles for
numismatic newspapers and magazines.
From 1954 to 1967, while serving as
associate editor of the Numismatic

Clemy or Clemmy:
What's in an im’?

"What's in a name?" the Bard
of Avon asked.

NLG members might well revise
the question to read, "What's in

an ' rn ' ? "

The question concerns the
name of the Guild's most
prestigious award. Recent stories
have referred to it rather
consistently as the "Clemy" (with
only one "m"). But the man for
whom the award was named ...
Clement "Clem" Bailey ... contends
it should be spelled "Clemmy"
(with a double "m") instead.

"I spell it with two m's,"
Bailey says. "Always have. But
somewhere along the line, someone
misspelled it; in fact, it's
misspelled right on the award
itself the big typewriter. So I

don't know what can be done."
To reinforce his argument,

Bailey points out that televison's
top award ... the one that helped
inspire the name of the "Clemmy"
(or "Clemy") ... is spelled
"Emmy," rather than "Emy." Also,
from a phonetic standpoint, the
word "Clemy" normally would be
pronounced CLEE-mee, rattier than
CLEM-mee

.

Is our so-called "literary"
guild guilty of illiterate
spelling? If so, is it too late to
remedy the wrong or will we be
stuck with the NLG equivalent of a

mis struck coin?
Stand by for further

developments

.

In the meantime, how do Y °

1

1

spell "relief"?

Scrapbook Magazine, he actually
composed a number of these stories
on a linotype machine setting tb

in type as he wrote. That's about
the same as a sculptor cutting
designs directly into the dies,
rather than preparing plasters
first.

Since 1967, Arlie has been wi
The Franklin Mint, where he holds
dual titles as director of
numismatic information and
archivist. During this period, his
byline has appeared in just about
every major hobby journal notabl
in Coins Magazine, where he writes
popular column, "Token, Medal and
Paper Money Carnival," every month

Arlie is a man of wit as well
as wisdom, and is prized by those
who know him as a cheerful companii
and friend. He is prized, as well,
by the coin clubs he has served
through the years particularly t

h

Token and Medal Society, of which \

is a past president. Three of these
clubs ... TAMS, the Chicago Coin
Club and the Central States
Numismatic Society ... have given
him medals of honor.

Now the NLG has followed suit,
in a manner of speaking. Our award
consists of a plaque, not a medal.
(The original Clemmy typewriter ...

actually presented to early
recipients of the award ... now
reposes at the ANA Museum in

Colorado Springs.)
While it isn't a medal, though

it is a token; a token of our estee
for a man who has meant so much to

us through the years.
* * *

CLEM BATLFY, a man whose name
is synonymous with the NLG, has
succeeded lay Koblenz as managing
editor of COINage Magazine. As note
in a previous Newsletter, Koblenz
has left the Rehn-Miller stable to
pursue a new career opportunity.
Bailey Las been working on a

freelance basis in recent years as
numismatic writer and editor.
COINage readers can look forward to
ample doses of wry, dry wit from
this longtime chronicler of the
passing hobby scene.
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From the Desk
of the Director

Dear NLGers ,

Congratulations to the winners
of the NLG writing awards! (Winners'
names will be found elsewhere in

this issue.) My thanks and those of
the Guild go to the judges this
year.

Your votes gave the following
people a seat on the board: Ken
Bressett, Virginia Culver, Dave
Bowers, Donn Pearlman and Bill
Fivaz. Ed Reiter has agreed to
become your editor with this issue.

As change seems to be the best
way for a group to progress, this
will be my last message as your
executive director. Paul Whitnah
will handle the assignment
hencef or th

.

The writing contest is the most
time-consuming duty of the director.
In order to pass the workload
around, Donn Pearlman has agreed to
handle the contest. Hopefully, the
rules can be modified so there won't
be so much duplication in the
categories.

I do wish to thank all those
who entered this year, and
particularly those who followed the
rules. You have no idea what a title
page does in simplifying the
process; yet, there were some who
simply sent articles again this year
with no indication of what category
they were entering. My contention is
that writers can write, but they
surely cannot read.

The Numismatic Literary Guild
is a fun organization, and it has
certainly been my pleasure to serve
these past four years. I will
continue to serve as an active board
member, which pleases me greatly.

Leon Lindheim will continue as

your treasurer. Unfortunately, Leon
was unable to attend the convention
this year because a flu bug met up

with him just before his flight to

New Orleans.

The Bash this year was another
outstanding one. We are indeed lucky
to have Donn Pearlman as the MC,
along with his timely jokes. (Or are
they timeless?) The evening was
dedicated to Ray Byrne, and he would
have enjoyed i t

.

This year's Clemy winner, Arlie
Slabaugh, was not in attendance
because he left the convention
early, in keeping with plans he had
made months before. A letter from
Arlie states that if he had only
known, he certainly would have given
up his earlier plans. He said he was
thrilled and surprised and will give
his acceptance speech next year,
when the 1982 Clemy is awarded.

Several we 1 1 -d e se r v ed outside
honors were presented to Margo
Russell and Abe Kosoff during the
Bash. Congratulations to both of
you !

The symposium sponsored by NLG
was well-attended this year. Our
thanks go to George Fuld and Don
Kagin for taking time from their
busy schedules to share their
thoughts with us. Thanks, too, to
Ken Bressett for moderating the
event.

Thanks to each and every one of
you. And now, starting next time ...
here ' s Paul

!

Sincerely

,

VIRGINIA CULVER
Executive Director

* * *

One NLG member who didn't get
to New Orleans was ED REITER. He had
a good excuse, though. He and his
wife, Patt, were back home in
Oakhurst, N.J., awaiting the arrival
of their third child. The new
addition (or maybe we should say
"edition") ... Christopher Edwin ...

joined the Reiter fold Aug. 4,
weighing 6 pounds, 12 ounces. Mother
and son (and father, too) are doing
fine, as are Christopher's two big
sisters, Jennifer Elaine, 4, and
Caroline Denise, 2.
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3 columnists win
Gould and silver

Two repeat winners and a

newcomer are recipients of this
year's Maurice M. Gould Literary
Awards, which honor outstanding
achievement by coin columnists in
n o n -n u m i sm a t i c publications.

The awards, announced at the
NLG "bash," go to Ed Reiter of the
New York Times, Thomas S tires of the
Citizens' Voice of Wilkes-Barre

,

Pa., and Gary Palmer of Copley News
Service

.

This marks the fifth time
Reiter has won the award, which is
co-sponsored by the NLG and Medallic
Art Co. and has been presented
annually since 1973. No other
columnist has won it that often,
though Palmer is close behind with
four awards. Reiter won previously
in 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1973 while
writing for the Asbury Park Press in

New Jersey. Largely on the basis of
those awards, he was offered a

chance to move up to The Times,
where he became the Numismatics
columnist on July 1, 1979. His
column appears in the Arts & Leisure
Section of the Sunday Times.

Two previous Times columnists,
Herb Bardes and Russ MacKendr ick

,

also were recipients of the award,
giving the paper a combined total of

three first places. The Times column
is judged in the large-newspaper
category, which involves papers with
circulations of 100,000 or more.

Stires, by contrast, is a

first-time winner this year. He

began writing his column, "Money
Talks," in 1979 after selling the
Citizens' Voice on the need for such

a feature in the paper. Unlike
Reiter and Palmer, Stires is not a

newspaperman but a teacher: he

teaches English and business
administration at GAR High School in

Wilkes-Barre. He began collecting
coins in 1959, while in junior high
school, and joined the NLG in 1980.
His column appears in the Weekend

section of the Citizens' Voice every
Friday. It was judged in the
small-newspaper category, which
encompasses papers with circulations
of less than 100,000.

Palmer appeared in the winner's
circle before in 1974, 1975 and
1979. His column, "The Coin Box," is

carried by some three dozen
newspapers served by the San
Diego-based Copley organization.
Palmer is employed at the Daily
Breeze, a paper in Torrance, Calif.,
where he has served at various times
as news editor, wire editor and
Sunday editor. At present, he is
systems manager of the editorial
department and is supervising
implementation of a computer system.
His entry was judged in the category
covering syndicated columns.

Each of the three Gould Award
recipients gets a large silver medal
struck by Medallic Art. The
handsome, high-relief medal features
a portrait of Maurice M. Gould
designed by distinguished sculptor
Adlai M. Hardin. The prize,
originally called the Numismatic
Literary Award, was renamed in honor
of Maury Gould, one of the hobby's
best-loved writers, following his
untimely death in 1975, and the
medal was redesigned to incorporate
Maury's portrait at that time. He
himself was among the early
recipients of the award.

In contrast to last year, when
all three of the 1980 recipients
were present to accept their awards,
none of this year's winners attended
the New Orleans "bash."

The newspaper or syndicate
which publishes each of the winning
columns also receives an impressive
prize: a large wooden plaque to
which is affixed a bronze replica of
the silver Gould medal.

Entrants are judged by an NLG
panel on the basis of three columns
published during the previous year.
If past practice is followed, the
closing date for next year's
competition will be May 15, 1982.

Details on the 1982 program will be

published in a subsequent NLG
Newsletter

.
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Top writers cited

in Guild contest
The N LG has gained a reputation

as a "fun" organization, largely
because of the welcome comic relief
provided by our annual "bash." The
Guild has a serious side as well,
though: one of our basic goals is to
encourage and reward outstanding
research and writing in the
numismatic field.

We do this primarily through
our annual writing awards. And,
while there's no doubt that our
system can be improved (indeed,
we'll be revising it next year),
there's also little doubt that our
yearly competition stimulates the
membership to turn out quality
work then focuses the hobby's
attention on outstanding examples of
that wor k

.

— Certain critics quibble that we
have too many different categories
... or that some of them are too
confusing. Questions arise, as well,
regarding the selection of judges,
or about the standards they use. To
help resolve such questions and
criticisms, your outgoing executive
director, Virginia Culver, has
assigned Donn Pearlman to overhaul
the rules in time for next year's
contest. Your comments and
suggestions will be welcome, and
we'll keep you posted on any and all
developments in future issues of the
Newsletter .

For now, however, this year's
winners deserve their moment in the
spotlight. Whatever shortcomings our
system may have had, it did produce
a bumper crop of highly deserving
recipients. The winners were
announced at the New Orleans "bash,"
and all will be receiving their
awards by mail a departure from
previous practice.

Winners of the prestigious
Maurice M. Gould Award, given each
year to top coin columnists in
non-numismatic newspapers, are
listed in a separate story elsewhere
in this Newsletter. That particular

award has special significan c

e

because of its broader impact and
also because the prize itself is so
exceptional: a large silver medal
dedicated to the memory of the late
"Maury" Gould. It is treated
separately, too, because it is
sponsored not only by the N L 0 but
also by Medallic Art Co.

Awards bestowed this year
exclusively by the NLG are as
f o 1 1 o ws :

Book of the Year: "Silver &

Gold Commemorative Coins" by ANTHONY
SWIATEK and WALTER BREEN.

( CONTINUED)
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Best Book: "The
Comprehensive Catalog of U.S. Paper
Money" by GENE HESSLER.

Best Club Publication,
Membership Over 100: The Shekel
(NATHAN SOBEL, editor; DAVID
ALEXANDER, new editor).

Best Magazine Article or
Series on Coins: "The $30 Lincoln
Cent Set" by BILL MURRAY and "A Coin
Dealer Who Doesn’t Make the Grade"
by DONN PEARLMAN.

Best Magazine Article or
Series on Tokens or Medals: "Shaping
a Historic Medal" by ED REITER.

Best Magazine Article or
Series on Paper Money: "Collecting
First Ladies' Signed Bank Checks" by
WALTER 0STR0MECKI.

Best Club Publication,
Membership Under 100: Diablo Die
Break (DENNIS DANIEL, editor).

Best Catalog: The Garrett
Sale, Part 4 (Bowers & Ruddy
Galleries, WILLIAM HAWFIELD,
president)

.

Best Commercial Publication:
No entries.

Best Black and White
Photography: DONN PEARLMAN.

Best Magazine Column:
"Coins/Market Report" by DONN
PEARLMAN

.

Best Magazine Issue: The
Shekel, edited by NATHAN SOBEL (with
DAVID ALEXANDER as new editor).

Best Color Photography: No
entries

.

Best All-Around Literary
Portfolio: CLEM BAILEY.

N LG Newsletter Award: TED
SCHWARZ

.

Best Newspaper Spot News
Story: "Third Garrett Auction" by ED
REITER .

Best Newspaper Article or
Series on Coins: "Historic Glimpse"
by GEORGE TYSON.

Best Newspaper Article or
Series on Tokens or Medals: "Reagan
Inaugural Medal" by ED REITER.

Best Newspaper Article or
Series on Paper Money: "Military
Vignettes" by FRED SCHWAN.

Special Award: "Finnish
Coins and Variants" bv ERKKI BORG.

* * *

DAVID L. GANZ, one of the
nation's busiest and best-known
numismatic writers, is making a name
for himself in the field of law as
well. Ganz recently formed his own
law firm in New York City and also
became general counsel to the
Professional Numismatists Guild.
Despite his growing workload as a
lawyer, Ganz has no plans to curtail
his activities as a writer.

Best Column or Page:
"Numismatic Depth Study" by Q. DAVID
BOWERS

.

Best Issue: Coin World
(MARGO RUSSELL, editor).

Best Coin Column in a

Non-Numisrnatic Newspaper (Separate
From Gould Award): "Mostly Coins" by
ELMER CURRAN of the Asbury Park
(N.J.) Sunday Press.

ELMER L. CURRAN, p r i z e - w i n n i n

g

coin columnist for the Asbury Park
Press in New Jersey, has assumed the
editorship of the New Jersey
Numismatic Journal, official
quarterly publication of the Garden
State Numismatic Association. Curran
is a relatively new member of the
NL0 but an old hand at newspapering,
having gotten his start in the
business more than three decades ago
at the New York Herald Tribune.
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‘Bash ’ a smash

in New Orleans
The high heat and even higher

humidity of summertime New Orleans
were quickly left behind in the very

cool Napoleon Room of the New
Orleans Hilton Hotel & Towers on

Friday night, July 31. The room was

well air-conditioned; it was NOT the

N LG bash that put a chill in the
air!

A delicious array of Southern
snacks ... including fresh oysters
... awaited Dash- goers.

Alan Herbert, who opened the
evening’s formal proceedings by

announcing Master of Ceremonies Donn
Pearlman, found a small pearl in one
of his oysters. Herbert nearly
missed his 10:45 p.m. cue because he
was enjoying the festivities on
Bourbon Street, but he nonetheless
went from pearl to Pearlman in a

rather smooth transition.
Pearlman 1 s fourth annual Bash

routine was filled with puns ("Have
you seen the French Quarter?" "No,
but I heard it sold well at the
auction!"), and he found plenty of

SIGNS OF THE TIMES: Donn Pearlman shows
dealers an easy way to win friends and

influence people among coin thieves.

FROLICSOME FOURSOME: Members of the new
NLG board make a lively entrance. From
left, they are Ken Bressett, Paul Whit-
nah, Donn Pearlman and Virginia Culver.

black humor in the slowdown of the
rare coin market ("If the market
keeps up like this, next year’s
Boston convention will be moved to
Belfast. At least there you get some
respect when you're slowly dying!’’).

The outgoing and incoming
members of the NLG Board were
introduced and the outgoing
members paraded into the room
carrying umbrellas as the music of a

New Orleans funeral procession
filled the air. The new Board
members are 0. David Bowers, Kenneth
E. Bressett, Virginia Culver, Bill
Fivaz, Leon Lindheim, Donn Pearlman
and Ed Reiter, and the new NLG
executive director is Paul Whitnah

who must have been anticipating
something because he wore a tuxedo
to the Bash.

Harry X (no period) Boosel
assisted with the ticket-taking at

the door, and rumor has it that he
advised Bash-goers to tip "Head
Wait e r Whitnah" if they wanted a

good table for the evening's show.
Col. Bill Murray led the

audience in a sing-along with
humorous verses about various NLG
personalities, including Clifford
Mishler, Donald Kagin and Margo
Russell

.

Virginia Culver presented the
annual NLG awards (see related
story), and tw.o special awards also
were presented. Margo Russell

(CONTINUED)



BELLES OF THE BASH: The NLG's favorite the MS-65 troubadors are Betty Medlar,
musical madams strut their stuff as the Virginia Culver, Margo Russell, P.M.
"Belles of Bourbon Street." From left, Williams, Polly Dodson and Eva Adams.
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received one of these, from Gloria
Greene of Adelphi University's
Institute of Numismatic and
Philatelic Studies ... and Abe
Kosoff accepted the other, from
publisher Sanford Durst.

An annual Bash tradition ...
the skit by "The Girls" ... was
carried on this year with the ladies
playing the roles of "The Belles of
Bourbon Street." The belles ...
"Madams A, B, C and X, Y, Z ... are
better known offstage as Betty
Medlar, Eva Adams, P.M. Williams,
Polly Dodson, Margo Russell and
Virginia Culver.

To conclude the one-hour
P r °gram, MC Donn Pearlman played a
tape recording of a half-dozen
’bloopers" recorded live off the air
Prom CBS Radio in Chicago. Among the
m iscues and merriment was a giggling
announcer trying to read a

commercial containing the copy:
Pan-a-Gold pancakes are so good

they
' d make any prospector drop his

nu ggets !
"

The NLG was honored to have
Donna Pope, new U.S. Mint director,
in attendance at the Bash. She later
said she enjoyed the program and,
if all goes well, she may be
involved in a skit at next year's
gathering

.

The 1981 Bash was dedicated to

the memory of one of the NLG's most
beloved members, Ray Byrne, who

passed away in June.

* * *

WILLIAM S. NAWROCKI, a young
man who perennially provides fine
photographic coverage of the NLG
"bash," is demonstrating a flair for
words as well as pictures. Nawrocki
has written a series of fascinating
articles for COINage in recent
months on U.S. sculptors and their
coin designs a subject on which he
is now preparing a book. And, in the
August '81 issue of The Numismatist,
his byline appears on a whimsical
story concerning the disease of
"numismaticitis. "
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The Newsletter now in your
hands ... assuming I ever get it on
its feet ... is my first as your new
editor .

As you may recall, Virginia
Culver and Lee Martin issued an
appeal some time ago for a volunteer
to take over the job. I'd like to
say the buck stopped here but from
what I understand, there won't be
any bucks involved. This is what
they call a "labor of love."

I accept the job in that
spirit, hoping that the labor won't
outweigh the love.

I'm counting on you, the NLG
membership, to keep the scales
tipped in that direction. In the
months to come, I'll need your help
in keeping the Newsletter timely,
interesting and, most important,
full. All contributions ... stories,
columns, photographs, artwork,
letters, comments, tips, ideas, you
name it ... are needed and wanted.

I'll be contacting some of you
individually, on occasion, to seek
specific help in certain areas. None
of you needs a special invitation,
though; the welcome mat will always
be out.

Right at the outset, I'd like
to tip my editor's visor to my
predecessor. Lee Martin has served
the NLG long and well and I, for
one, never fully appreciated the
scope of his contribution until I

got a look at the editor's job from
this side of the desk. Lee, of
course, has been much more than just
an editor; he also has served us for
many years as corresponding
secretary and, until recently, he

also put together the annual
"bash."

Happily, this is not the end of

Lee's involvement with the
Newsletter. He has graciously agreed
to write a regular column, and
you'll find the first installment in
this issue. For the time being, at
least, he's also staying on as
corresponding secretary while Paul
Whitnah, our new executive director,
seeks a replacement a formidable
task , indeed .

While I'm passing out bouquets,
I'd also like to convey my sincere
appreciation to Margo Russell and
her fine Coin World staff, who
furnished us with photographs of the
New Orleans bash, and Donn Pearlman,
who provided valued help with the
writing in this issue. Ted Schwarz
deserves a medal, too; one of the
nicest features of assuming this job
was finding two of his articles
ready for use.

I should thank Virginia Culver
as well, I suppose. She's the one
who landed me this job. Then again,
there are those who say the job is
thankless ... so I'll hold that
particular "thank-you" in abeyance.
All of us, of course, do thank
Virginia for her tireless efforts as
executive director, and count
ourselves fortunate that she'll
still be at our service as a member
of the board .

Last but not least, I thank my
wife, Patt, for patiently accepting
yet another infringement on her
time. This will mean even fewer
dinners out and movies. Then again,
with inflation as it is, who can
afford those things anyway?
Certainly not a numismatic writer.

The NLG and the NLG Newsletter
both have established high
standards. With a lot of help from
my friends ... namely, you ... I'll
do my best to uphold this end of
that tradition.

# # *

VIRGINIA CULVER, long a

mainstay of the NLG, got a richly
deserved Medal of Merit from the
American Numismatic Association at
the ANA convention in New Orleans.
Virginia, of course, is a past
president of the ANA and also has
served the association in many other
capacities through the years.



--PAGE 11 —

Martin’s Miscellany

So you wanna
write a book?

(Editor's Note: L e e Martin, longtime
editor of the MLG Newsletter, has
graciously consented to pen ... or

rather, type ... a regular column.
This is the first installment.)

S y LEE MARTI N

There must have been a gremlin
named "Ambition" or "Stupidity" that
tapped me on the shoulder and caused
the following statement to be heard
by a gathering of TEC members: "The
world of elongateds needs a new book
and price catalog and I will write
one."

If I knew then what I know
now.

Four years after that
optimistic statement, the book has
been completed. Fortunately, Dottie
Dow's book ... which was written in
1965 ... became the glue that
combined her original data and my
research into the current release.

To obtain prices, more than 100
sales were analyzed and so-called
"unlisteds" were added by the
hundreds. Major difficulties such as
photographing bent and torn aluminum
foils were overcome as was the
author. But the difficulty in
writing the book was minimal
compared with trying to get it
Printed .

There were 323 pages, with
photos on almost every page. Ever
try to get prices to get a book
Printed? The price range was
shocking! One large printer wanted
$90 per book. Other bids ranged from
$20 to $30. All wanted a minimum
quantity of 5,000 or more with
full payment in advance. To put it
mildly, the situation was
depressing

.

Finally, after visits to Los
ugeles and Orange County,
elifornia, a source for small book

runs was located in San Diego. The
price was low enough to permit sale
of the book for $35 retail, with a
soft-cover edition for $30.

Additional problems arose. The
printer assured me that six weeks
would be ample time to have the
books ready. I wanted them for the
ANA get-together and the TEC
meeting. "No problem," said the
printer. As the days passed, though,
some problems developed.

Would I settle for 200 books?
(The order was for 400 hard-cover
editions and 600 soft — cover copies.)
Two hundred would be available for
the meeting, I was told. There is a
song with the lyrics, "As the days
dwindled down to a precious few ..."
That described my situation. The
printer then decided only 50 books
would be ready in time.

I left for the meeting and was
"guaranteed" the books would arrive
on July 26. On July 29, one day
before the meeting, exactly two
soft-cover books were delivered.
There was a major error on the cover
of both.

The printer refused to answer
my telephone calls. It is probably
just as well, since phone lines are
not made of asbestos.

Dealers and collectors who had
ordered books were disappointed. As
this is written in early August, the
books have not arrived but a

promise has been received that they
will be ready in 10 days.
Unfortunately, the printer did not
say which 10 days.

Perhaps you are wondering why
the book wasn't offered to
publishers. It was. Many publishers
were interested. One publisher
offered a royalty of 25 cents per
book. (Gee, thanks!) Others were
equally generous. It added up to my
work and their profit.

I have written eight books and
paid for the printing myself. But,
with inflation, book number nine ...
if it ever appears ... will be
sponsored in advance by a

publisher.
Fortunately, the small mintage

(CONTINUED)
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practically assures me of a

sellout

.

Throughout this article, I have
used the terms "I" and "me." Dottie
Dow has shared the authorship of the
book, but the problems were
encountered by Lee Martin.

There isn't any moral to this
story. Perhaps there should be. But
the story is a continuing one. Tune
in a couple of months from now;
perhaps the book will have been
delivered

.

Interested in writing a book?
Give some thought to its production.

Who’s Doing What
VIRGIL HANCOCK, the soft-spoken

Texan who carries a big stick, was
this year's recipient of the Farran
Zerbe Award, the highest honor
oestowed by the ANA. Hancock is a

past president of the association
and has long been known as the
number one crusader against
numismatic fakes and fakers.

THOMAS K. DE LOREY is the proud
recipient of this year's first-place
Heath Literary Award from the ANA.
His two-part series ... "Thomas L.
Elder: A Catalog of His Tokens and
Medals" ... was judged best of all
articles appearing during 1980 in
The Numismatist. De Lorey received a

silver medal and a $250 stipend. He
also won the Wayte and Olga Raymond
Memorial Award of $400, which is
given annually for new and original
research on a U.S. numismatic topic.

The demise of the Washington
Star saddened all newspaper
people but especially BELMONT C.
FARIES, a distinguished NLG member
who served as news editor of that
publication before retiring five
years ago. Even in retirement,
Faries continued to write the stamp
column in The Star, as he had since
1955, and also wrote the coin
column. In 1979, his coin column won
the Maurice M. Gould Memorial Award.

ANTHONY SWIATEK, co-author of
the NLG's 1981 "book of the year,"
continues to be in great demand not
only as a writer but also as a

speaker. Swiatek will be one of the
featured speakers at an educational
forum to be held at this year's
convention of the Great Eastern
Numismatic Association, Sept. 24-27
in New York. He also spoke on his
specialty ... U.S. commemor ati ves
... at the ANA forum in New Orleans.

^

FREE NEWS
Because IPM represents clients such

as The British Royal Mint, issuing coinage

for dozens of nations, we're constantly

releasing numismatic news — items

which your readers will want to know
about.

If you're not already on our mailing

list, please write or call us today. Photos

of new coins are also available, and our

staff can and does handle special

requests.

We'd like to help you in any way we
can.

128 Passaic Avenue / Fairfield, NJ 07006 / USA
201-228-5404
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Treasurer’s Report

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Leon Lindheim, the

m an who holds our purse strings,
couldn't be in New Orleans for the
1981 "bash," so he didn't deliver
his NLG treasurer's report. Follow-
ing is the report he had prepared.)

Fellow numismatists, bear with
me for a few moments for the one
serious segment of our annual

I get-together.
At last count, the NLG had 239

members 214 in the United States,
10 in Canada and 15 in the rest of
the world. Only six have been
dropped for non-payment of dues,
while 15 new members have joined our
ranks. This translates to normal
income of $1,195 from dues, $300
from initiation fees plus $1,400
that we receive from the firms who
advertise in our newsletter a

grand total of $2,895.
And we live within our budget.

In fact, cash on hand at year end

increased from $1,863 in 1977 to
$3,090 in 1978 ... $4,544 in 1979
... and $5,301 in 1980. Without the
advertisers, we'd be in trouble. So
it goes without saying: they deserve
your support

.

I've worked with figures for
over 50 years, and only because of
the generous cooperation of Virginia
Culver and Lee Martin can I say that
my job has been an easy one. Thank
you, Virginia. Thank you, Lee.

EDITOR WANTED
For Investment Newsletter
Dealer in New York City Area Seeks Editor
for New Monthly Newsletter for Investors.

First 2-Page Issue Planned in Near Future.
Prefer Candidate in New York, New Jersey,

Connecticut Area. Salary Open, Negotiable.

Write to P.O. Box 48
Oakhurst, N.J. 07755
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Publishers, Inc
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NUMISMATIC NEWS
WORLD COIN NEWS
COINS MAGAZINE
COIN PRICES
BANK NOTE REPORTER
STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD
COINS
STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD
PAPER MONEY
GUIDEBOOK OF FRANKLIN
MINT ISSUES

OLD CARS
CAR EXCHANGE
OLD CARS PRICE GUIDE
TRUE WEST
FRONTIER TIMES
OLD WEST

krause publications
Phone 715-445-2214 lola . Wisconsin 54990

Reliable.

Authoritative.

Definitive.
These are the words that come to mind

when collectors think of Whitman’s

reference books. The collector and Whitman
are old friends. For more than 35 years

we’ve been the source for dependable

information on coin and currency values.

Our books set the standard for the hobby.

They also make collecting interesting and

fun and our coin storage products protect

the value of your collection.

Look for the Whitman signature when you

want to be certain.

Western Publishing Company, Inc

Racine, Wisconsin

J

standard books

on coins and currency

GOLD COINS OF THE WORLD. By Fried-

berg. From 600 A D. to the present,

with market values. 428 pages, illus-

trated, 8 '/2 X 11 ".

COLD COINS &
•I III! fgg-

WORLD X*
» "So

- *

PAPER MONEY OF THE UNITED STATES.

By Friedberg. Illustrates all types

and sizes from 1861 to the present,

with valuations. 252 pages,
8 1/2x11”.

Published by

THE COIN & CURRENCY INSTITUTE, INC.

New York, NY 10018
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Round The World..

GOLD + CROWNS + PROOF SETS

SASE For Our Bargain Lists

Please Name Your Specialty
MEMBER : Lite #110 ANA. ANS, PNG, SCPN, SPMC, IAPN, Others.

LIVC .

'Pronto Service"

4514 No 30th Street Omaha, Nebraska 681 1
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200 I.U. Willets Road, Albertson, N.Y. 11507 . Call Toll Free 800-645-6075 • N.Y. Call Collect 516-295-0040



CREATIVITY

INTEGRITY & EXCELLENCE
ARE THE CORNERSTONES OF OUR BUSINESS

FRANKLIN MINT CORPORATION
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091

THE WORLD S LEADING PRODUCER OF LIMITED EDITION COLLECTIBLES


